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the night. Yahsien, however, would not hear of it, saying, "That
is not the way to treat a guest. Tonight you must allow us, poor
as we are, to offer you what crude fare we have. You can do your
part some other time." Yuanho tried to refuse, but she would not
let him.
Presently they all moved into the west hall where the curtains
and drapes and screens and couches dazzled the eye with their
brightness and where the toilet boxes and the quilts and pillows
were all of the most luxurious kind. Candles were lighted and sup-
per served; the food was rich in variety and delicious in flavor.
After supper, the mother withdrew while Yuanho and Yahsien
continued their eager conversation, laughing and joking and in-
dulging in all sorts of pleasantries. "When I passed your house the
other day," he said, "you happened to be standing at the door.
After that I have thought of you all the time; you are always in
my heart whether I am eating or sleeping."
"It has been the same with me," Yahsien answered.
"I have come," he went on, "not just to look for a place to live.
What I really want is to fulfill the wish of a lifetime. I wonder
what will be my fate?"
Before he had finished speaking, the mother came in and asked
them what they were saying. When they told her, she said, laugh-
ing, "Is it not said that between man and woman there is a great
passion? When the feeling is mutual, not even the command of
their parents can stop them. However, my daughter is very uncul-
tivated and quite unworthy to share your mat and pillow."
Thereupon Yuanho rose and bowing low to her, said, "I beg
you to take me as your slave," and the old woman thereafter
treated him as if he were a son-in-law. Then they parted after
having drunk to their full.
The next morning Yuanho brought everything he had and set-
tled in the Li household. Henceforward he covered his traces and
hid his person and completely cut off his contacts with former
friends and relatives. He consorted with such people as actors and
courtesans entirely and indulged himself in a perpetual round of
feasts and entertainments. When his purse became empty, he sold